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Introduction
Pondering on Digital Humanities:

Foundation and Methodology
Ji€h Hsiang * Chi-an Weng ok

Abstract

As Digital Humanities gains popularity and extends its reach into more domains of
humanities, it becomes imperative to consider issues facing Digital Humanities as it emerges
into a new discipline. This paper gives a very brief overview of Digital Humanities before
discussing in greater length of the article by Professor Jin Guan-Tao, who provides a treatise
of the foundation of Digital Humanities from an epistemological point of view. We feel
that as a discipline originated from application, Digital Humanities' foundation cannot
be fully grasped from an abstract angle. We point out the crucial role played by a software
(retrieval, presentational) system in the utilization of a digital archive. Only with a user-
oriented, dynamic system design, can a scholar fully observe, discover, and explore the contexts
explicitly or implicitly embedded in the digital materials. Furthermore, a system developed
for humanities research purposes can claim to truly satisfy research needs if it is developed
with a close collaboration between its users (humanities researchers) and builders (computer
scientists). Thus, such a system will fundamentally change the relationship between the
humanists, the user, the information technologists, the designer, and digital archives, the
content. Putting system into consideration is, in our view, an important starting point for the

methodology for Digital Humanities, and is a future direction of its development.

*  Distinguished Professor, Department of Computer Science and Information Engineering, National Taiwan

University.

** Research Associate, Research Center for Digital Humanities, National Taiwan University.
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