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Digital Humanities and Historical Research
Jieh Hsiang*, Chi-an Weng™

Abstract

Digital Humanities has made impact on many disciplines in humanities. The articles in
this volume are mainly concerned with Digital Humanities and historical research. This paper
touches upon cliometrics, an early encounter of computation and history, then outlines some
concerns of historians about the ubiquitous (and sometimes unkosher) digital contents and the
bad influence that too-easy-to-get information may have on young researchers. We observe
that at least part of the problem is caused by poorly designed systems that are not suitable for
research purpose. We further point out that a first step towards solving these problems is to
develop the methodology and to implement powerful, user-oriented digital archive systems
of historical materials for researchers. Such a system will not only be capable of dealing with
massive quantity of digital objects, but also allows the user to observe and discover contexts
that are difficult to discover manually. In other words, instead of being a hindrance, Digital

Humanities should be an indispensible part of historical research.

* Distinguished Professor, Department of Computer Science and Information Engineering, National Taiwan

University.
** Research Associate, Research Center for Digital Humanities, National Taiwan University.
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