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'The Change and Unchange of

Digital Humanities
Jieh Hsiang *, Chi-an Weng **

Abstract

Starting from Yu Ying-shih’s thesis that there is no fixed methodology for historiography,
this article explains that it is within the very nature of the humanities to explore new research
methodologies. In that respect, utilizing digital resources and information technology in

humanities research conforms to the progressive nature of humanities scholarship.

In today’s world of specialization, the most promising mode of collaboration between
digital technology and the humanities might be to build a team of people from different
disciplines that is both inclusive and interactive. This Introduction points out that digital
humanities is a novel and significant option for humanities research, and does not represent a
harmful development in the field. Such collaboration also embodies “the unchange” elements
of the humanities—persistence and perseverance—as well as “the change” —openness and
innovation. The decision of what should be changed and what should not be changed, then,

will be a major challenge for scholars in this field.

*  Distinguished Professor, Department of Computer Science and Information Engineering (CSIE), National

Taiwan University. Director of Research Center for Digital Humanities, National Taiwan University.

* Research Associate, Research Center for Digital Humanities, National Taiwan University.
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